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	9/11 Memorial 

Flag of Honor

The Flag of Honor in an American Flag that contains the 2,976 names of all those who perished in the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, United flights 175 and 93 and American flights 11 and 77.  

It forever memorializes the men, women and children lost that dreadful day of the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
This flag is currently one of Troop 67’s field flags that we bring on campouts.


	
	POW * MIA Flag

In 1998 Congress designated the 3rd Friday of September as National Prisoners of War/Missing in Action Recognition Day.   Defense Authorization Act mandates the prominent 'display of the POW-MIA flag on this day' and several other national observances, including Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day and Veterans Day.  

The POW-MIA flag is to be flown over the White House, the US Capitol, the Korean & Vietnam Veterans War Memorials, the offices of the Secretaries of State, Defense and Veterans Affairs, offices of the Director of the Selective Service System, every major military installation, every post office and all Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical centers and national cemeteries.

This flag is currently one of Troop 67’s field flags that we bring on campouts.
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	Boy Scouts of America

100th Anniversary Flag

The Boy Scouts of America celebrated 100th anniversary on February 10, 2010. The left half of the flag has the 100 Years of Scouting logo and “Celebrating the Adventure, Continuing the Journey” on a white field. The right half says Boy Scouts of America on a red field. Note the red and white sections, like the troop flag, but they are vertical here.

Boy Scouts has created a strong foundation of leadership, values, service and community for millions of America's youth.  

This flag is currently one of Troop 67’s field flags that we bring on campouts.
	
	Connecticut State Flag

Connecticut entered the union in 1788.  The General Assembly of 1897 provided an official description of the flag setting the dimensions at five feet, six inches in length and four feet, four inches in width, of azure blue silk, with the armorial bearings in argent white silk with the design in natural colors and border of the shield embroidered in gold and silver. Below the shield there is a white streamer, cleft at each end, bordered in gold and browns, the streamer bearing in dark blue the motto "Qui Transtulit Sustinet" (He Who Transplanted Still Sustains).

This flag is currently one of Troop 67’s field flags that we bring on campouts.
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	Town of Trumbull Flag

In the center of the white background is the bust of a Revolutionary infantryman in full dress with his head turned to the left.  Two green garlands, representing the traditional laurel honor, frame the bust.  It is our wonderful heritage that gives us “Pride in our Past.” It is our tremendous potential that gives us “Faith in our Future.”  

Suzanne Juroszewski, who at the time was a sophomore at Trumbull High School, submitted the winning design, adopted in 1968.
	
	United Methodist Church Flag

This flag is in honor of Troop 67’s Charter Organization, Nichols United Methodist Church.  The insignia incorporates a cross and a single dual flame, conveying warmth, while also symbolizing the merger of the United Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church.  The cross and the dual flame are also thought to represent Christ and the Holy Spirit.  The official United Methodist flag features the words "The United Methodist Church" on a pure white background with the insignia cast in red and black.  Edward J. Mikula designed the insignia in 1968.

This flag is currently one of Troop 67’s field flags that we bring on campouts.
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	“We Support Our Troops”

5 Military Services Flag

“We Support Our Troops” in red on a white field containing the seals of all five branches of the United States military forces: Marines, Air Force, Army, Navy and Coast Guard.

This flag is currently one of Troop 67’s field flags that we bring on campouts.


	
	United States of America 

43 Star Flag

1890 – 1891

This version of Old Glory became the Official United States Flag on July 4th, 1890.  Five stars were added for the admission of the 39th-43rd States: 

North Dakota
South  Dakota
Montana
Washington
Idaho  

This flag lasted just 1 year with the admission of Wyoming the following year.
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	Coast Guard Ensign

Compared to other US services, the Coast Guard is unique with 2 official flags; the Coast Guard Standard for parades and the Coast Guard Ensign, a national flag used at sea as a symbol of law enforcement authority.

The Revenue Cutter Service first flew this Ensign in 1799 as a symbol of authority for the Custom Service to board merchant ships.

The canton has United States Arms in a dark blue on a white field.  The 16 vertical stripes in the body symbolize the States in the Union when the ensign was adopted.
Eagle Scout and Assistant Scoutmaster Joe Bajek gave this flag to Troop 67.  It also is in honor of the troop’s visit to the Coast Guard Academy on Career Day in the 1980’s.
	
	American Red Cross Flag

This familiar flag has a red cross on a white background.  As one of the nation’s premier humanitarian organizations, the American Red Cross is dedicated to helping people in need throughout the United States and, in association with other Red Cross networks, throughout the world since 1881.
The 1864 Geneva Convention defined the Red Cross as a protection symbol against attack on the battlefield.  Today, the American Red Cross provides American and International disaster relief, support to military members, blood collection and distribution, and health education.

This cotton flag was found in the attic of the Trumbull Town Hall, where it was likely flown annually.  It joined the Troop’s collection in the 1980’s.


	[image: image10.jpg]



	
	[image: image11.jpg]NICHOLS CT.






	Troop 67 Troop Flag

The basic concept of the Boy Scout Troop Flag is copied almost directly from the United States Cavalry design of the 1800’s for unit standards.  This includes a red top half, offset against a white lower half, with identifying information printed on the fields.  Nichols United Methodist Church is our Charter Organization. The Boy Scouts of America emblem is in the center.  Special ribbons are attached to the pole commemorating special events the troop has attended.

This flag also has a special blue and yellow BSA emblem honoring the troop’s 70th anniversary of existence in 2008. 

Troop 67 currently has 2 nylon flags; one for weekly meetings and one for campouts.
	
	Troop 67 Troop Flag

1973 Jamboree

This Jamboree troop flag is special because in 1973 naturally existing troops could attend together.  Today, the Boy Scout Council makes up the Jambo troops of boys from all over the council, splitting up the home troops for a richer experience. 

There were originally 2 of these cotton flags, but unfortunately 1 was stolen during a campout at the Nichols Improvement Association in the 1980’s. 
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	Cross of Saint George Flag

The Cross of Saint George, not the Union Jack, is the official flag of England.  This flag was in use during the crusades and it was one of the national emblems of England as early as 1277.  In 1497, John and Sebastian Cabot flew it on their voyages from England to Newfoundland and the North American continent, as well as by other English explorers, including Francis Drake, Sir Humphrey Gilbert and Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Even after the adoption of the British Union Jack flag in 1603, the St. George's Cross still was flown from the foremast of English ships. Thus, we see this flag above the Mayflower when it landed at Plymouth, MA in 1620.

Troop 67 Committee members made this cotton flag in the 1970’s.
	
	“We the People” Bicentennial Flag

This flag commemorates the United States Bicentennial in 1976. During that year Americans paid tribute to the historical events leading up to the creation of the United States as an independent country and 200th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
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	British Union Jack Flag

“The Kings Colors”

This flag flew above all the early English settlements in the new world.  It was the most commonly used flag in the English colonies until the beginning of the Revolutionary War in 1775.

King James VI of Scotland created the flag design when he became King of England in 1603, hence referred to as “The Kings Colors.”  It is a combination of England’s red cross of Saint George and Scotland’s white cross of Saint Andrew.

Eagle Scout Mark Kallmeyer gave this flag to Troop 67.
	
	Stars and Bars Flag

1861 – 1863

Although less well known than the Confederate Battle Flags, the Stars and Bars flag was the first official flag of the Confederacy during the Civil War. 

The pattern and colors of this flag did not distinguish it sharply from the Stars and Stripes of the Union. Consequently, considerable confusion was caused on the battlefield.

It appears in many variations with stars ranging from 7 to 15 stars.  The 7 stars represent the original Confederate States: South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas. 

Troop 67 acquired this flag after visits to the Antietam (MD) and Gettysburg (PA) National Battlefields in the 1980’s. Unfortunately, it is no longer in the flag collection.
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	United States Yacht Ensign

American yachts may fly this flag, a 13-star "Betsy Ross" flag, with a fouled anchor in the union.  This flag is similar to the US Ensign except a circle of 13 stars surrounding an anchor replaces the 50 stars.  

Congress established it in 1848 to identify yachts that did not have to clear customs when entering ports.  All licensed yachts were required to fly it.  In 1980 the law changed so that the yacht ensign is now an option for any American recreational vessel. Either the national ensign or yacht ensign may be flown by US yachts, but not simultaneously.  When a US yacht sails in international waters, the 50-star flag must be flown and not the yacht ensign. 
	
	United States of America 

49 Star Flag

1959 – 1960

This version of Old Glory became the Official United States Flag on July 4th, 1959 with the admission of the 49th State, Alaska.

This flag lasted just 1 year with the admission of Hawaii the following year and the subsequent 50-star flag.
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	The Continental Flag

For the first time, British emblems were entirely eliminated from this Colonial flag.  It has a red field and a plain white canton with a green pine tree, which was symbolic of many qualities conspicuous in the simple, austere lives of our New England ancestors. It proclaimed the patriot’s love for his homeland with its pine-clad hills. 

As depicted in John Trumbull’s famous painting, some believe that American troops carried this flag on June 17, 1775, when they fought the British at Bunker Hill during the 2nd engagement of the Revolutionary War.   No one knows if any flew at Bunker Hill. Regardless, the Continental Flag has come to represent the American colonists and their fight for freedom in the Revolutionary War.
 

Troop 67 Committee members made this cotton flag in the 1970’s.
	
	Bunker Hill Flag

Another flag which commonly represents the battle at Bunker Hill has a plain blue flag and a canton quartered with cross of St. George (the symbol of England) and a green pine tree in a quarter of the canton. Although possibly inspired by the Blue Ensign of the Royal Navy, the blue field is said to have been due to an error in a wood engraving, causing confusion with painters. Regardless of its authenticity, the blue variation of the New England flag has become a symbol of the Battle of Bunker Hill.  It was also one of the first American flags to include the Pine Tree, which would become a lasting symbol of New England and the Colonies.
Troop 67 Committee members made this cotton flag in the 1970’s.
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	Rhode Island Regiment Flag

The 1st Rhode Island Regiment was a Continental Army regiment during the American Revolutionary War (1775–1783).  The native Rhode Islanders were among the first to join the Minutemen outside Boston. 

The motto, hope is in a blue banner above a blue anchor on a white field.  The anchor represents Rhode Island’s seafaring activities and has been a Rhode Island state symbol since 1647.  The 13 yellow stars in a blue field show national unity among the 13 colonies.  This field of stars is similar to the canton in the official United States flag today.  

The original cotton flag, made by Troop 67 Committee members in the 1970’s, was replaced because it was stolen during a troop campout at the Nichols Improvement Association in the 1980’s.
	
	Confederate Flag

This is a rectangular version of the Confederate Battle flag.  Because the first flag of the Confederate States of America, “Stars and Bars,” was too similar to the Union stars and stripes flag during Civil War battles, this flag was often used and became a symbol of the South.  The 13 stars represent the 13 states in the Confederacy.  

This flag was also used as a Confederate navy jack at sea from 1863-1865.  It is also called Confederate Battle Flag, The Southern Cross, Rebel Flag and Dixie Flag.

To many southern Americans this flag represents regional pride and heritage, but others refer to it as a symbol of slavery.

Eagle Scout Daniel McCarthy gave this flag to Troop 67.  Unfortunately it is missing from Troop 67’s flag collection.
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	Gadsden Flag

The Gadsden flag is a historical American flag with a yellow field depicting a rattlesnake coiled and ready to strike. "Don’t tread on me" is a phrase coined during the American Revolutionary War.  The flag was designed by and is named after American general and statesman Christopher Gadsden. The Continental Marines, the Marine force of the American Colonies during the Revolutionary War, used it as an early flag.

When American colonies came to identify more with their own community and liberty than with the British, icons that were unique to the Americas became increasingly popular. The rattlesnake, like the bald eagle and American Indian, came to symbolize American ideals. As the American Revolution grew, the snake began to see more use as a symbol of the colonies. 
	
	First Navy Jack

Jacks are additional national flags flown by warships.  The First Navy Jack, which is directly related to the Gadsden flag, has been in use by the US Navy since its beginnings in 1775 during the American Revolution. 

More recently, it was used during the 1976 Bicentennial year when all naval vessels were directed to fly it for the entire year, in lieu of the standard 50 star jack.  Also, the ship with the longest active status displays the First Navy Jack until decommissioned or transferred to inactive service. 
Since September 11, 2002 all navy ships fly the First Navy Jack as a "temporary substitution" for the Jack of the United States during the Global War on Terrorism. Also, First Navy Jack patches are worn on the camouflage uniforms of sailors fighting in the War on Terrorism.
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	United States of America “Bennington” Flag

This American flag is associated with the Revolution Battle of Bennington, VT on August 16, 1777.  It was the first to lead American armed forces on land. The Green Mountain Boys of Vermont successfully defeated the British, who wanted capture military supplies in Bennington.

The 13 stars and 13 stripes represent the 13 colonies. A large “76” in the canton, recalling the Declaration of Independence of 1776, makes the Bennington easy to identify.  Other distinctive features: the arrangement of the 13 stripes, with white being outermost (rather than red); stars with 7 points (instead of 5); the blue canton is taller, spanning 9 instead of 7 of the 13 stripes. 

Troop 67 Committee members made this cotton flag in the 1970’s.
	
	United States of America “Grand Union” Flag

1775 - 1777

This was the first flag of the colonists to have any resemblance to the present Stars and Stripes. It is also referred to as the Congress Colors, the First Navy Ensign, and the Cambridge Flag. The design has 13 red and white stripes representing the 13 Colonies and the British Union Jack in the canton.

As the flag of the Revolution, it was used on many occasions. It was our unofficial national flag on Independence Day, July 4, 1776; and remained the unofficial national flag and ensign of the Navy until June 14, 1777, when the Continental Congress authorized the Stars and Stripes.

The original cotton flag made by Troop 67 Committee members flag in the 1970’ was replaced when it became very worn out.
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	Commodore Perry Flag

“Don’t Give Up the Ship”
Originally made in 1813 to inspire American sailors going into battle, this historic flag and motto continue to inspire all who serve their country, especially those in the US Navy.

 

During the beginning of the War of 1812, the infant US Navy won a number of stunning victories over Royal Navy vessels. Heroic Captain James Lawrence’s last spoken command, “Don’t Give Up the Ship,” became a battle cry throughout the American Fleet.

This flag flew aboard Oliver Hazard Perry's flagship “Lawrence” while commanding an American squadron against the British in the Battle of Lake Erie in 1813. 

Troop 67 used this flag to designate their campsite at the 1985 National Jamboree at Fort AP Hill, Virginia.
	
	United States of America “Betsy Ross” Flag

1776 - 1795

Revolutionary leaders realized the need for a distinctive flag. On June 14, 1777 (Flag Day) an official flag for the United States was adopted containing 13 red & white alternating stripes with a blue canton containing 13 white 5-pointed stars.  Because Congress didn’t specify the star arrangement, many variations of the flag existed until 1912.

Although this early Colonial American flag is commonly termed "the Betsy Ross flag," her actual involvement in its development is highly debated.  The flag, with its circular star pattern continues, to be one of the most popular symbols of the American Revolution. 

Troop 67 Committee members made this cotton flag in the 1970’s.
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	United States of America 

50 Star Flag

1960 - Present

Since 1818, a star for each new state has been added to the flag on the 4th of July immediately following each state's admission. In years that multiple states were admitted, the number of stars on the flag jumped correspondingly. This change has typically been the only change made with each revision of the flag since 1777, with the exception of changes in 1795 and 1818, which increased the number of stripes to 15 and then returned it to 13, respectively.

The exact pattern of stars was not specified prior to 1912, and the exact colors not specified prior to 1934.

Troop 67 currently has 2 nylon flags; one for weekly meetings and one for campouts.
	
	United States of America

15 Star “Star Spangled Banner Flag”

1795 - 1818
This 15 star, 15 stripe flag became the Official United States Flag on May 1st, 1795. Two stripes and 2 stars were added for the admission of Vermont and Kentucky and lasted 23 years, until 1818 when the 16th state joined. This is the only US flag to have more than 13 stripes.
During the bombardment of Fort McHenry on September 13, 1814, Francis Scott Key was inspired by the sight of this flag flying over the fort to write the song which became known as "The Star Spangled Banner," now our national anthem. This flag is also affectionately known by the same name.
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	Olympic USA Flag

The Olympic flag, one of the most widely recognized symbols in the world, is completely white with five circles in the center. The white background symbolizes peace and truth. It is also a symbol of peace, goodwill, and global solidarity and tolerance. 
The 5 rings represent the five continents of the world, but a prevalent post-facto interpretation has tied specific colors to specific continents:

• Blue - Europe 
• Black - Africa 
• Red - America 
• Yellow - Asia 
• Green - Australia (Oceania)

At the end of each Olympic games, the mayor of the host city presents the Olympic flag to the mayor of the next host city. It then rests in the town hall for 4 years until the opening ceremony. The flag was established in 1920.
	
	Flag of Thailand

This flag has five horizontal stripes: 2 red, 2 white and the middle blue stripe is twice as wide as each of the other four. This  design was adopted in 1917.  The blue color was also chosen to show solidarity with the Allies of World War I, which also had red, white and blue in their flags.

In the late 1980’s, Troop 67 acquired this flag because it hosted scouts from Thailand during an International Camporee at Camp Sequassen.  The boys learned that scouting is a worldwide experience about leadership, citizenship and fun.  It’s interesting to note that the Thai Scout Motto is, “Better to die than to lie.”
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	Flag of the Netherlands

This flag is the oldest tricolor flag still in use.  It has 3 red, white and blue horizontal stripes of equal size.

Netherlands is a constituent country of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, located mainly in North-West Europe and with some islands in the Caribbean.  The Netherlands was one of the first countries to have an elected parliament. Among other affiliations, the country is a founding member of the European Union, North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, and the World Trade Organization.
The Carroll family, whose sons Jeff and Andy were scouts, presented this flag to Troop 67.  John Carroll acquired this flag during one of many travels throughout the world.


	
	Canadian Flag

This well recognized flag is red and white with a large red maple leaf in the center. The maple leaf has served as a symbol celebrating the nature and environment of what is now Canada since the 18th century.

National Flag of Canada Day is observed annually on February 15, commemorating the inauguration of the Flag of Canada on that date in 1965.  Flying the flag, occasional public ceremonies, and educational programs in schools marks the day.  It is not a public holiday, although there has been discussion about creating one.

The Rutters family, whose sons Brock, Michael and Colin were scouts, presented this flag to Troop 67.  Neil and Susan Rutters were native Canadians.
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	Flag of Taiwan

Taiwan has been controlled by various governments and has been associated with various flags throughout its history. The Republic of China controlled the island since 1945, so the Flag of the Republic of China is most commonly associated with Taiwan.

The flag of the Republic of China is red with a navy blue canton bearing a white sun with twelve triangular rays. In Chinese, the flag is commonly described as Blue Sky, White Sun, and a Wholly Red Earth. 
In 1986, Troop 67 sponsored and hosted a contingent of Taiwanese Boy Scouts at the Quinnipiac Council International Camporee at Camp Sequassen.  A family in Milford made this flag as a tribute to them.  Unfortunately, it is missing from Troop 67’s flag collection.


	
	Flag of Unified Germany

After the fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989, many East Germans cut the coat of arms out of their flags. The widespread act of removing the coat of arms from the East German flag implied the plain black-red-gold tricolor as symbol for a united and democratic Germany.  Finally, on 3 October 1990, as the area of the German Democratic Republic was absorbed into the Federal Republic of Germany, the black-red-gold tricolor became the flag of a reunified Germany.

Boy Scout Ryan Liechsenring’s uncle was finally able to leave Germany after the fall of the Berlin Wall. In the summer of 1990, he met the troop at Camp Sequassen and presented us with this flag.  Unfortunately it is missing from Troop 67’s flag collection.
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	Royal Standard of Spain Flag

This is the flag that Christopher Columbus planted on San Salvador (Wailing's Island) in the Bahamas on October 12, 1492.  This Spanish Flag of Ferdinand and Isabella, reflected the newly united Kingdom of Spain.
The objective was to sail west from Spain and sail to Asia (the Indies) in search of gold, pearls and spices.  In doing so, Christopher Columbus ended up discovering North America. 

Troop 67 obtained this flag for the 1992 International Camporee at Camp Sequassen, celebrating the 500th anniversary of Columbus discovering America.  Unfortunately it is missing from Troop 67’s flag collection.

	
	


Troop 67 Flag Collection 

“The Flag Troop”

Nichols, CT

Paul Kallmeyer, Scoutmaster in the 1980’s, tells the following story on how we became known as The Flag Troop. “Troop 67 was experiencing the 1970’s nationwide trend of a reduction in boys seeking to be Scouts.  So, the Troop Committee came up with the idea to develop a special interest for the troop.  Possibly two thoughts came together.

One is the fact that Nichols is the historic roots of Trumbull, and many residents are interested in Revolutionary War events.  After all, there was an encampment of a small portion of the Colonial Army in Nichols.  The property would become the Woods Estate, which is now Abraham Nichols Park.  

The second thought was to get the boys to “rally around the flag.”  When the troop marched in the Memorial Day Parade, there was only the American and Troop flags to hold.  What if everybody could carry a flag??  So under the leadership of Bob Berthelson, the Troop Committee set out to make, not buy, a series of historical flags.”  

Over the years, the collection grew from 10 hand made flags to as many as 35 different flags.  Several were bought because of special events and others donated.  Some flags of other countries were given to the troop for International Camporees at Camp Sequassen in the 1980-90’s.  In an effort to promote brotherhood and world peace, it’s fitting to have these international flags in our troop’s flag collection.  Currently, the troop continues to pride itself in always camping at “International” campsite at Camp Sequassen each summer.  We carry up to 8 field flags and post them at their campsite on all campouts throughout the year.  

Over the years, the Troop 67 “Flag Troop” has taken on additional flag related responsibilities for the Town of Trumbull. One example is providing a Color Guard at the Nichols Improvement Association’s annual Memorial Day Program.  In addition, the troop holds an annual flag retiring ceremony in conjunction with the local Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Town Hall.  We organize and conduct a formal ceremony to properly honor and burn any old American flags given to the town by residents.

This summary of the flag collection was created for Troop 67’s 75th Anniversary in 2013 to honor our history as “The Flag Troop.”  As stated by Paul Kallmeyer, “May your flags fly high and your colors gain in knowledge and experience.” 

